in the eighteenth century, the systematic study of plants was already an old story that could be traced back to the renaissance and even to classical antiquity. yet the existence of botany as a science independent of medicine was not as old. it would be difficult to ascertain to what extent it was already a discipline practised by specialized scholars-not to mention professionals.1 in 1751 linné, in his Philosophia botanica, had tried to define the aims and the ideal organisation of such a discipline. yet, despite the many students who came to hear him in uppsala, and his eminent position within the republic of letters, it was not in his power to impose professional standards on other botanists. Diverging conceptions of the science of plants persisted at least until the final triumph of Jussieu's natural method of classification, in the early nineteenth century. the emergence of the professional botanist would be a still longer process, with important differences from one country to another. the present article aims to analyse the social status of botanists in the eighteenth century and in the early nineteenth century, a period which can be characterised as the golden age of scientific academies.2 starting with linné's conception of the division of tasks within the community of phytologues, it focuses on the social perception of botanists, on the structure of epistolary links within the republic of Botanists, and finally on the professional activities and social origins of the major contributors to the science of * invited scholar (fWO fellow) at gent university, Department of Philosophy and moral sciences. a preliminary version of this article was drafted with the support of the swiss national science foundation (subsidy no. 100 011-107 723 /1). i thank natalia tikhonov for her comments and proof reading.
plants. the dynamic evolution of the community of botanists will also be analysed as a result of growing social demands, and as a condition for a slow process of professionalisation.
linné and the Organization of a Discipline thanks to the support of Queen louisa ulrika and the cooperation of the swedish east india company, linné was in a position to finance travellers who allowed him to extend his investigations to the world's flora and fauna, so as to gather an unprecedented number of specimens and proxy pictures in the gardens and the library of uppsala. he was thus in a position to set up an ambitious program of study which served as a model for at least one generation of botanists and marked a kind of turning point in the emergence of botany as a discipline.3 from the sixteenth century onwards, botany had been taught and practised as an auxiliary science of medicine, so that botanical gardens were mainly concerned with the growing of "simples", that is of medicinal plants or herbs. in 1694, tournefort still defined botany as knowledge of plants and their (medicinal) virtues.4 Boerhaave, whose influence on the teaching and practice of botany was without equivalent in the early eighteenth century, still conceived of botany as first dedicated to the study of the curative and nutritive properties of simples. his disciples took up his ideas and spread them to germany (haller, trew, heister), Britain (sherard), switzerland (haller again, gessner), austria (de haen) and of course the netherlands (Burman, gronovius). linné himself, although not one of his direct students, came under his influence.
in the development of botany as an autonomous discipline, linné's role was probably without equivalent, except for the french school of natural classification, centred around the Jussieus, and the institutional settings offered by the Jardin du roi, the Paris académie des sciences, and the medical faculty of montpellier.5 the inventor of the sexual
